MEN OF POWER
equipped and fighting for a cause they believed holy
was invincible. The contrast between his Ironsides
and the other regiments left no doubt on that score.
The leaders of the Roundheads put through Parliament
a measure known as "The Self-denying Ordinance"
which enabled them to get rid of inefficient officers
who had held their commands by virtue only of their
social or political positions and to raise a new army of
twenty-one thousand men, selected, officered, and dis-
ciplined according to CromwelTs idea. This army was
known as "The New Model." Cromwell was given
command of its cavalry. He trained this larger unit
with the same religious and military disciplines he had
used in the smaller one. He made every soldier from
major to private feel that he had been called of the
Lord to strike down all forms of tyranny in church and
state.
His military exploits during the following months
are among the most exciting in English history, but
they do not concern us here. Our interest is solely
in Cromwell himself and in the nature of the power he
was developing. More than once his horse was killed
under him* Frequently he was beset by forces far
outnumbering his own. Often his troops were un-
paid, hungry, and almost at the point of mutiny, but
he held them together and revived their spirits with
prayers and psalms. "God follows us with encourage-
ments," he wrote. "They come in season; as if God
should say, *Up and be doing, and I will stand by and
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